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8 oerrt. xvi. TR 24. 
| And if ye will not be reformed by me oy + tek 
things, but will walk contrary unto me 3 
then will I alſs wall contrary unto you, 
and will puniſh you yet ſeven times for 
Four fas 0 


ſions more inflamed, and kingdoms more 
violently convulſed, than the preſent. A 


diſcontented and turbulent ſpirit prevails 
at home; an ancient and powerful mo- 
narchy has been overthrown abroad; other 
mighty nations are alarmed and dread in- 


ſurrection and convulſion too. The ſame 
cauſe has produced theſe wonderful effects, 
a prevailing rage for Reform. I would 
therefore ſeize the ſpirit of the times, and 


7 "HERE + are few periods in the hiſtory 
"oo Europe i in which the minds of men 
have been more keenly agitated, their pa | 
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thence take occaſion to exhibit to the Chriſ- 
tian Foggy. ye 8 OLA! ReFor. 
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RRFPORMA TION is ever Aber to 90 . 
It is his will that men ſhould © ceaſe to 
do evil, that they ſhould learn to do 
e well, and be perfect even as their Fa- 
e ther who is in heaven is perfect.“ It 
is the deſign of the. Goszer, and.of all its 
divine. inſtitutions, to reform a degenerate 
world, by rectifying the diſorders of the 
human ſoul, and forming mankind to the 
love and practice of univerſal goodnels. 
All the diſpenſations of his wiſe and righ- 
teous PROVviDENnte have the fame benevo- 
lent deſign and tendency. If he bleſs a 
nation. with peace and proſperity, it is to 
melt. their: hearts into ingenuous gratitude, 
and allure them to the obedience. of love. 
If he viſit them with great calamities, it is 
to correct them for their ſins, to ſubdue 
their rebellious ſpirits, and reduce them 
to his righteous government. And when 

a people harden their hearts, and refuſe 
to be reformed by all his mercies and by 
all his judgments, it is an awful prelude to 
their overthrow. This is the inſtructive 


TE 


language of my text. Says God. to the 
tribes of Iſrael, © If. ye will not be reform- 
Þ ed by. me by. theſe things, but will walk 
« contrary unto me; then will I alſo walk 
« contrary unto you, and will puniſh you 
bet 1 ſeven times for your ſins,” 

y alta is is more devoutly to be wiſh- 
ed than ReFormaTiON, if any plan can 
be ſuggeſted that promiſes to give happi- 
neſs to individuals, peace to ſociety, puri- 
ty to the church, health to the conſtitu- 


tion, and vigour to government, it has a 


decided claim to the attention and ſupport 
of every perſon who is a friend to man- 


kind, who has the good of ſociety, the 
good of Zion, and the good of his coun- 
try at heart. The moſt promiſing plan 


that has occurred to me is the following : 


To begin with a PERSONAL ReForkm, 
to carry the Reform into our Famirits, 


to extend it to SEMINARIES and SCHOOLS | 


or LEARNING, and thence, by a natural 


progreſs, it will extend to CRURcH and 


STATE, and produce an Universal Re- 
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1e , As the ground work ef the whbit; 
Wie muſt begin with 4 PERSonAL Raron . 
Societies and nations are compoſed of in- 
dividuals, and if the great maſs be corrupt 
it muſt be owing to che corruption of its 
component parts; the fountain is poiſoned | 
by the various ſtreams that ſupply it.— 
This dethobiſtrates the neceſſity of | a per- 
ſonal Reform: And I ſincerely believe there 
| never was a per Tot wheu this was more ne- 
ceſſary than at preſent. If we ſurvey tle 
manners of tlie times we ſhall- ſee that à life 
of luxury and finfu} pleaſure, a looſe; immo- 
ral, and licentious walk, a contempt of re. 
ligion, and a profanation of holy things 
theſe enormities ſain the annals of the * 
ſent 1 80 C 


The great Bob; of the Pro E Temind me 
of the human body when it is infected with 
a complication of diforders, in confequence 
of which it is daily falling off and declining. 

Drunkenneſs, idleneſs, pr -odigatity, a turbu- 
lent and difarderly ſpirit, pervade the /ow- 
er ranks of ſociety Theſe are the effects of 
their 57 ofnc; 4. flnefs of bread. But 
what a C ure LS DFO perity when it is per- 
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(#3 
vorted to the worſt of purpoſes, and made 
: the miniſter of diſſipation and vice! When 
the mechanic or labourer repairs to the ta- 
vern as ſoon as he receives his wages, 
ſpends the pight in a round of riot and up- 
| roar, leaves his poor family to ſtarve, when 
they might have plenty ; and when he goes 
home at an untimely hour inſults and abuſes 
2 lonely and broken-hearted woman, whom Ti 
5 he ought to cheriſh and ſupport. 


Snack is the thoughtleſs and diſſipated life L 
of many while they enjoy the bleſſing of 
health ; and if, in the providence of God, 
they be viſited with /ickneſr, they are im- 
mediately beggars upon the public, and 
their meanneſs of ſpirit can only be equal- 
055 by their thoughtleſ prodigality « of life. 


Nor do opulent MasTERS leſs need a 
3 than the ſervants and labourers 
whom they employ. A flouriſhing trade 
bas rapidly encreaſed their riches, but in 
the ſame proportion it has encreaſed their 
pride and prodigality. Like a ſbip at ſea, 
full of ſail but wanting ballaſt, many are 
carried out of a Ready courſe by the long- 
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carefully educated. The higher ranks'are 
often complaining of the lower, that they 


(8) 
0 ontinued gale of proſperity ; and, if at laſt, 
a ſtorm ariſes and they be ſhip-wreckeg, 
few will deplore their loſs, who, in proſpe- 


rity, forget themſelves, forget their God, 


and forget the religion in which they were 


are growing looſe in their morals, and in- 


ſolent in their behaviour ; that they are 


idle, diſſipated, and licentious. But though 
there be too much ground for the com- 
plaint, yet it is made with a bad grace by 
thoſe who recommend diffipation and li- 
centiouſneſs by their own example, and 
per vert the God-like power of doing 


good, to ſap the foundation of morality, 
and thereby deſtroy the virtue and happr 
neſs both of individuals and communities. 
What numbers are ruined by vices which 
(rom a ſilly affectation and vanity) they 
imitate and borrow from the great! When 
theſe are looſe in their morals, profane in 
their converſation, deſpiſers of God and 


religion, they do more to ruin the morals 
of the people than all the ſnares and allure- 
ments of guilty pleaſure. But if the emi- 
nently great were alſo eminently good, 


* 
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their character would be eſtecmed and re- 
vered, and their example would reſemble 


the heavenly bodies, diſpenſing Aa general | 
; light: and heat, and ſcattering benefits and 


bleflings through an extenſive ſphere. | A 


pious, but poor man, may attempt to cor- 


rect and reform the morals of the age, but 
his endeavours are little regarded becauſe 


he has not weight and infſuence: But what 


a pious poor man cannot do with all his 


perſuaſion and argument, that a pious rick. 


man can often accompliſh without any ar- 
gument at all, namely, by the ſilent autho- 


rity and powerful allurement of his exam 
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Thus the Rxronxu muſt circulate thro” 
all the ranks of life. The opulent part of 
ſociety muſt be temperate in their enjoy- 
ments, examplary in their walk, and ob 


ſervant of the laws and inſtitutions of reli- 


gion. The mechanic and laborious part 
of ſociety muſt be ſober, induſtrious, honeſt, 


and orderly in their deportment. This 
will lay the foundation of UNIVERSAL Re 


FORM, and will cauſe that righteouſneſs to 
ſpread and flouriſh which at once * adorns 
and exalts a nation.” 

m— B 


muſt be carried into Famnins. Families 


Stoondly; From i DIY DV ALS the Retorm 


are the firſt: ſchools where youth are edu- 
cated: There they receive their firſt ideas, 

their firſt impreſſions, their. firſt inſtruc- 
tions; and if they are neglected or poiſon- 
ed there, who does not ſee that the con. 
ſequences may be fatal both to themſelves 
and to ſociety. The want of good inſtruc. 
tion and good example to children and ſer- 
vants is like a radical error which can hard- 
iy be corrected. afterwards. There the 
foundation of immorality and vice is laid, 
becauſe if no care be taken to improve the 
minds of youth when their minds are moſt 
ſuſceptible of improvement, there is little 
hope they will afterwards do well; yea 
there is every reaſon to fear they will turn 
out bad in every ſphere and relation of 
life; undutiful children, unfaithful ſervants, 
worthleſs members of the church, the peſts 
of ſociety, and the ſcourge of mankind. 


But what i is more to be Jephored, if no 
remedy be applied to the diſorder it will 
continually increaſe, and, like a deadly 
plague, will ſpread till farther and farther 
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N till religion and virtue be baniſhed from ſo- 
; ciety, till impiety and wickedneſs reign 
| predominate, and the world be ripe for 
ruin. Believe it, parents; they who, un- 
Ader your inſpection, grow up in ignoranſee 
and vice will entail that ſad inheritance | 
upon their children; and they may entail | 
ir upon their; ſo that many generations 
may periſh through your neglect, whereas 
_ your zeal and diligence may be remember- 
ed and imitated by ſucceeding ages when 
you are mouldering in the ſilent grave. 
The ſtock which they received from you, 
may, with rich improvement, be commu- 
nicated to multitudes, ſo that generations, 
yet unborn, may learn from your example 
to live the life of the righteous. —On the 
whole, God only knows what a flouriſh- 
ing church, what a blefſed ſociety may 
ſpring from one godly family, what a 
plentiful harveſt may be reaped from a 
ſingle ſeed; and, on the other hand, it is 
impoſſible to ſay how many ſouls may pe- 
riſh through the treacherous Neglect of 
one perſon. 


: Beſides, as all communities are ſupplied 
from families, parents ſhould conſider that 
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the public 10 a claim upon their fidelity 
and diligence to bring up their children 
for the public | good : and, their laudable 
exertions to diſcharge the claim are the 
brighteſt diſplay of their patriotiſm, and 
public ſpirit. Good children are the riſ- 
ing hopes of Church and State; and: pa- 
rents cannot leave the Church and State a 
better legacy. This gives the public the 
beſt ſecurity that religion will be propa- 
gated to poſterity, and that © the gene- 
«+ rations to come ſhall know and fear the 
Lord.“ Next to his being the friend. of 
God, ir was the greateſt honour of Abra- 
ham that he was: © the Father of the 
« faithful ; . and the religious education 
of his family was ſo pleaſing to God, and 
ſo honourable to himſelf, that it is recorded 
to his ever laſting commendation. * I know 
Abraham that he will command his chil- 
« dren and his houſhold after him to keep 


the way of the Lord, and to do juſtice 
« and . Tr 


 Thirdh, Our Ronan mud be 8 
ed to SEMINARIES and Sckoors of LFARN- 


ING. The ſuxeſt foundation both of * 


= 
blic and private happineſs is laid in the 
good education of youth. There are ſe- 
veral ways of reforming a degenerate na- 
tion. It may be greatly reformed by the 
fidelity and zeal of conſcientious parents; 
it may be greatly reformed by the good 
example of thoſe: in ſuperior ſtations ; it 
may be greatly reformed by the impartial 


adminiſtration. of public juſtice; it may be 


greatly reformed by the ſacred inſtitutions 
of religion ; but there is not a more like- 
ly and- promiſing way of reforming it, 
than that of training up its youth in © the 
„ nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 


They are the moſt. precious treaſure a 


nation can poſſeſs. Parents and teachers 
are appointed the guardians and keepers 


of the treaſure; if they be faithful to their 
truſt, the treaſure will be ſecure, and will 


| increaſe in value; if they be faithleſs the 
_ treaſure will be loſt, and with it the hope, 
the ſtrength, and plory of the ſtate. — 
How often do men take pleaſure in plant- 
ing trees and ſhrubs, in rearing them up, 
and ſeeing them flouriſhing and fruitful, 
But O! what greater pleaſure ſhould they 
take in planting and rearing a human ſoul, 


( 4 } 
in ſeeing it flouriſhing and loaded with tho 
fruits of righteouſneſs! But if youth be 
cruelly neglected, if they be deſtitute of 
moral inſtruction, if they are left to run 
wild in a dreary wilderneſs where men 
more dangerous than beaſts of prey, are 
lying in wait to devour them, hapleſs and 
forlorn creatures ! they will periſh/thro! 
the negle& of their IIA _ n 
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When I road he hiflory'o of TIRES ancient 
nations, J am delighted with the care they 
took to form the minds and morals of their 
youth. When ANTIPATER demanded of 
the SPARTARNS fifty of their children as 
hoſtages,” the-SparTaxs were in deep diſ- 
treſt and beſopght bim rather to: take an 
hundred of their nen. The reaſon. they 
gave. does equal honour to their heads and 
to their hearts, © that their children might 
not be deprived of the excellent educa 
4 cion af She e Bi oh % Wor 


Some 1 the virtuous nations of anti- 
quity gave their children two advantages 
which ours but ſeldom enjoy; and to theſe 


Es 


advantages they owed the future luſtre of 


their lives. One of theſe advantages was, 
their teachers were always the beſt of men 


their country could produce. Their edu- 


cation was often committed to the Ma- 


giſtrates, who were always the moſt reſ. 


pedctable charaQters for wiſdom, for pro- 


bity, and for their veneration of the reli- 


gion and laws of their country; thefe na- 


tions wiſely judging that none but the 
beſt of men fhould be honoured with ſo 


great a truſt. The other advantage their 


youth enjoyed was this; the inſtructions 
they received had ufually a moral tenden- 


cy, and were calculated to improve their 
minds and regulate their conduct in life. 
The celebrated hiſtorian Renophon, in 


1 his life of Cyrus, tells us that the children : 


of the ancient Perſians went to ſchool, 


and employed their time in learning the 


principles of ſobriety ard juſtice, while the : 
children 1 in other countries learned nothing 


but the arts and ſciences. 


It is ah to be regreted that the 
youth in this country have not always thefe 
advantages. They have not always good 
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men to inſtruct them; ; and the instructions 
they receive are ſeldom calculated to im- 
prove their hearts aud regulate their con- 
duct in life. And w hat avails the fineſt 
precepts when they are not recommended 
by a ſuitable practice? what ſignifies teach- 
ing a boy a few ſentences of Greek or La- 
tin when he i is never taught to fear God, x 
to reverence. the inſtitutions of religion, by 
to be temperate, honeſt, candid, and ſin- 
cere? The conſequences are as eaſily to 
be ſeen as they are deeply to be deplored; i 
a diſorderly and licentiqus conduct prevails „ 
| among the youth. With heart-felt pleaſure 


we allow that there are. many exceptions, 


many amiable and hopeful characters Who 


promiſe to be bleſſings to ſociety and to 

the Church of God. But taking them in 
the groſs, the youth that attend our ſchools 

and univerſities are as debauched, as pro- 
fligate, as corrupt in principle and practice 
as exiſt in any ſociety. And what charac 
ters can we hope to find at the head of our 
fleets and armies? What characters can 
we hope to find at the bar, in the pulpit, 
in the Britiſh Senate, in tlie moſt public 
and important ſtations, when they are fill 


(„ 
ed from nurferies of f indln, ange, 


and vice? 


10 thort, Arbing is more wanting in 
our ſeminaries of learning than that the 
Maſters of them - ſhould be Chri [tians as 
well as Scholars, religious as well as learn- 
4 and ſhould be as careful to form the 
minds and morals of our youth; as to form 
their taſte; and to adorn them with uſeful 
and ornamental learning. The man who 
teaches them to correct their tempers, to 
ſubdue their paſſions, to moderate their 
deſires. and govern their lives by the laws 
of religion and reaſon, to do juſtly, to 
love niercy, and to walk humbly with 
« their God,” that man does more to civi- 
lize, 'to reform and improve ſociety, than 
all that human laws aud governments can 
do. 1 . 


And now, my friends, what happy con- 

ſequences might not be expected from ſuch 
a plan of Mon AL RET ORM, were it ſeriouſly 
adopted, and proſecuted with zeal and dili- 
! By ſowing theſe precious ſeeds 
what a n and 8 ious harveſt might 


T * 18 ) 
not be deped ! Did we begin with a Per- 
ſonal Reform, did we carry it into our Fa- 
milies, did we extend it to Seminaries and 
_ Schools of Learning, it would greatly rege- 
nerate both the preſent and ſueceeding 


ages; it would tear up the evil by the very 
root; it would expel from the fountain 


its poiſonons and deadly qualities, and then 
the ſtreams that iſſued from it would be 
of Pure, falutiferous, and ſweet. . 


/ Then reformation Woti adorn the 
'Cavac u. It would be freed from diſor- 
derly and ſcandalous members; and © the 
"0 righteous nation who. keep the truth 
would enter in,” and at once reple- 
niſh and beautify the courts of Zion— 
Then reformation would adorn the SA TE, 


for honeſt men would hold the reins of 
- government, men who were patriots in- 


deed, who, while they zalked of the public 
good, had it really at heart. The great 
Senate of the Nation would not be diſgra- 
ced and debaſed with worthleſs characters. 
abandoned libertines, infatuated gameſters, 
audacious blaſphemers, men drowned in 
ſenſuality as deep as they are drowned in 


1 


. 
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be found ſo.baſe as to betray their country, 
and to ſupport any meaſures for a place 


or a penſion... Then reformation would a- 


dorn our Courts of La W, impartial juſ. 


tice would hold the balance, and : righ- 
< teouſneſs, like a peaceful ſtream, would 
| << plide through our happy land ;” the rich 
would not dare to oppreſs the poor in hopes 
that perverted law would juſtify his oppreſ- * 
ſion, becauſe he had the heavieſt purſe, for 
Judges would act as became the vice- ge- 
rents of the righteous and impartial Fudge 
of all. Then reformation would adorn 
our Frzzrs and Armiss: No more 


would horrid oaths and imprecations, blaſ- 


phemy, and damnation be the language of 
officers and men. The fear of God would 
reſtrain them from thoſe enormities that 


debaſe themſelves, and arm God Almighty 


. for their foe, 


We woudn never forget gt the people 
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tals be infected i it 1s impoſible the con- 


ſtirution can be ſound. Did we ſee a 


once proſperous and promiſing family 


debt; nor would a venal mercenary band 


— ˙—— — bor 2 7 Ap 
2 : — 8 r 


lofing its former character and verging 
towards ruin by # looſe and diforderly 
conduct, we might drop the fympathetic 
tear, and wiſh that family were reform- 
ed; but the reformation can never take 
place till the individuals wha compulyir 
13 out reforming * mſelves. 


1 mighty effort may, indeed, be e 
to effect a political reform where a moral 
reform is greatly wanting. We ſee, from 
a recent inſtance, that an infidel, a cor- 
rupt and debanthed nation, may ſhake 
and overturn a Monarch's throne, may 
1 erect the ſtandard of Liberty, and bold- 
| — vindicate the rights: of man; but while 
the fountain retains its poiſonous - and | 
1 deadly qualities, the ſtreams muſt be 
poiſonous and deadly too. And have 
S not twenty-four millions of wretched. 
people ſeen the obſervation verfied ? 
have they not ſeen ſedition, rapine, and 
murder, ſpreadin g diflolation through | 
the-land? have they not ſeen a ſanguin- 
ary and ſavage mob giving laws to their 
Legiſlators, and maſſacring, intheir fury, | 
Eighteen thouſand citizens? and where 


ES 
their violence and rage will terminate, u 
only knows who rules the nations, and 
often (in righteous judgment) makes 
them a ſcourge. 'to one another, and 2 
ſcourge to themfelves. One thing we 
may certainly predict that their politi- 
cal fabric, however beautiful and magni- 
ficent it may appear, will be of ſhort du- 
ration, becauſe it is not built upon that 
folid and true foundation that gives 
| ſtrength and ſtability to Empire; à reve- 
rence for God and Religion! The Legiſla- 
tors of the nation have baniſhed religion 
from their aſſemblies, and are uſing * 
very effort to baniſh it from their native 


land, while they glory i in the horrid and 
impiou character of * Ae If 


e 1 ah 8 a; 1 
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4 The following des gives too . reaſon to fur dec 
that the principles of the French Legiſlators, are Atheiſm. 


When one of the Convention gloried in denying the eiu, 
fa God, the reſt of the Convention applauded him, and by 
that applauſe avowed themſelyes of the ſame opinion. His 
worde were theſe « What! Thrones overturned ! Sceptres 
broken! Kings expire! and yet the altar of God remains! 
„Can it be doubted that the French People, now ſove 


<< reign, will be wiſe enough. to overthrow abe alters and 
«© thoſe /dols to which their Kings have hitherto made them 
ce  ſubje&? Nature and ib ye vue te be ibe Gods of 


their fabric ftand for any FT of time, 
it will be the firſt that ever ſtood in the 
world, unſupported, unadorned with 
religion. Is'there a wiſe, enlightened, 
and intelligent man in Europe, who does 

not know, that the fear of God, the be- 
Hef of a Providence, and of a future 
ſtate, are the great ſecurity and ſtreugth 
of Government. Human laws wotild a- 
vail but little without a ſenſe of divine 
legiflation ; and the moſt ſolemn ſanc- 
tions of men would loſe their influence 
unleſs they were enforced by the aw- 
ful ſanction of God. On this account 
the wiſeſt legiſlators both of ancient and 
modern times have conſidered relig gion 
as eſſential to civil polity, and le 
exerted all their vigour to cheriſh and 
maintain it in the minds of men.— In- 
deed chere is no truth more fully eſta- 
bliſhed by the hiſtory of the world, and 
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© men: "eſs are my Gods —for I humbly ; avoiy to the Cen- 
6 vention that I am an ATHEIST. Wc” 


Extraded Fo the ſpeech of Citizen Dupont delivered in the 
National Convention at Paris on the 14th of December, in 


4 debate on the ſubject of eftablifoing Public Schools for the 
education of youth. 


( 23 ) 

the experience of men, than that the 
greatneſs and glory of a nation confiſts 
not ſo much in its vaſt dominions, its 
formidable fleets and armies, as in the 


religion, the induſtry, the ſobriety, and 


public ſpirit of its members: its domini- 


ons may be invaded and curtailed, its 


fleets and armies may be defeated, but 
ubile it retains its character, it will riſe, 


like the ancient Romans by its diſaſters, 


and, in time of public calamity, it will 
draw new reſources from its own health- 


ful and vigorous conſtitution. Though 


many branches may be loped from the 


Free, yet if the root remaineth ſound, it 


will ſprout again, yea it will derive new 
life and vigour from the pruning knife, 


and will flouriſh more luxuriant than 


before, or to paint the image in the ſtyle 


of Job; There is hope of ſuch a Tree, 1 
« though it be cut down, that 1 it will 
cc ſprout Again; and that the tender 


10 branch thereof will not ceaſe; for tho 
+ the root wax old in the carth, yet 


cc through the ſcent of water, it will bud 


_ 


and bring forth boughs like a plant.” 
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If we take A general ſurvey of the 
ory of man, we ſhall find that nations 
were great or they were inſignificant; 
they en joyed Liberty, or they groaned 
under oppreſſion, ; juſt in proportion as 
they maintained or loſt their character 
From ancient hiſtory we ſee that the La- 
| cedemonians, the Thebans, the Athenians, 

the Romans, the Carthaginians, all theſe 
celebrated States regained their liberty | 
and reformed their conſtitution and go- 
vernment, when they were a brave, a 
hardy, a ſober, and induſtrious people; 
and ſv ſoon as they loft their character; 
they loſt their liberty, and became the 
ſlaves of artful; bold and enterprizing 
Tyrants. The fame is examplified in 
modern hiſtory, the United Provinces, 
the Swiſs Cantons, the Britiſh Nation, all 
of them overturned the throne of Ty- 
rants, claimed and aſſerted the rights of 
man, when their character was great and 
' venerable. In ſome of them the want 
of moral health has produced a political 
decline, and it requires not the ſpirit 
of propheſy to foretel that nothing but 
the reſtoration of the firſt can prevent 


E gree of wealth, no extent of trade, no 


( 
che fatal progreſs of che laft.—Pr rom theſe 
obſervations } it is eaſy to ſee, 1 


ſt, That Raliglon and Aude 
are the genuine ſources of national. peace 
and proſperity. While they give ſerenity 
to the chriſtian's mind and dignity to his 
character, they give proſperity to his coun- 
try and glory to his God. It were ea- 
ſy to ſhe that all the calamities that diſ- 
turb the peace and deſtroy the proſperity 

of nations are owing to the want of re- 
ligion and virtne, and to the abound- 
ing of immorality and vice; that no de- 


armaments by ſea and land, can ſupport 
and preſerve a people, when vice and 
immorality obtain univerſal empire. 
Such an empire they bid fair to obtain 
in the preſent age. Our national pro- 
ſperity is unparalelled in the page of hiſ- 
tory; but national proſperity has always 
produced luxury, luxury has produced 
licentiouſneſs, idleneſs, diſſipation, and 
a general depravity of mind and man- 
ners; theſe have degraded and debaſed 
ſociety, they have deſtroyed private vir- 
| . "ty 
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tue and: public ſpirit, and precipitated 
the decline and downfal of the greateſt 
kingdoms. If theſe evils are not check- 
ed in their fatal progreſs, they will ſoon 
deſtroy that magnificent Conſtizurional 
Fabric which our fathers built, and built 
at the expence of much blood and trea- 
ſure. The foundation of it was laid at 
the glorious Revolution, aſter-ages ad- 
ded to its beauty and ſplendor; but 
while it received gradual improvements, 
through length of time it may have re- 
cel red damages too, and if it has, wiſe 
and ' virtuous Legiſlators will undoubt- 
edly repair them, and will even amend 
and improve the original plan, where 
the matured experience of ages has found 
material defects. This will allay our 
political ferment, will huſh the riſing 
ſtorm into a calm; and peace, and love, 
and harmony, will bleſs the happy realm. 


2d. Be perſuaded, Brethren, that a 
PERSONAL Rrox u is the moſt import- 
ant of all reforms to you. Amidſt the 
commotions of the preſent times there is 
much reaſon to fear that may are keen 


(9) 
to act the Politician who are little con- 
cerned to act the Chriſtian. Their zale 
is great to reform the State, but where 
is their zeal to reform their own conver- 
ſation. Where defects abound, every re- 
form muſt be deſirable ; but in a compa- 
rative point of view, the one is a trifle, 
the other is of the e magnitude. 
Wat is it to a follower of Jeſus, a can- 
didate for a crown of life, a poor pil- 
grim who is haſtening out of time to 
eternity, what is it to him, (comparative. 
ly. ſpeaking) whether the duration of 
Parliament be three or ſeven years? but 
n of everlaſting 3 importance to him 
that. he be a good man, that he be 
renewed i in the ſpirit of his mind, that 
he be holy! in all manner of converſa- 
tion, that he be living in the faith of an 
eternal world, and looking « for the mer- 
cy ol the Lord Jeſus in unto mw 
26; 


3d. Let me exhort ou, Brethren, to ſet 
about this perſonal, this radical reform 
without DELAY. Another of your pre- 
eious years is gone, and with many, I 


* 
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fear, the reform is not begun. Thought- 


leſs about eternal things, or flattering 


yourſelves that you will have time enough 


afterwards to conſider them,” you ſleep 
away your- precious days and years, 


and leave the work undone. Thus 
many are infatuated, and periſh by the 


infatuation. Did you conſider the uncer- 
tainty of human life, the importance of 


the work you have to do, and the dread- 

ful hazard of neglecting 1 it, you would 
ſeize the precious moments as they fly, 
and give all diligence to make your 
1 calling and election ſure.” '—Did you 


ſee the huſband man prodigal of his 


time when his fields were lying waſte 
and deſolate; did you ſee the General 
of an army lolling on the cap of plea- 
ſure, when the enemy was preparing to 

| ſtorm his camp, would you not conclude 
they were thoughtleſs and infatuated 


mortals ? But is the chriſtian chargeable 
with leſs infatuation who waſtes away 


the precious time of life, while his 


heart lies like the long neglected field; 
while the moſt formidable enemy 18 


( 29 ) 


Wütebin g an opportunity to attack and 
overthrow him? e 


2 Let thoſe hs have hitherto re- 
| fuſed to be reformed, and hardened 
themſelyes i in an evil courſe, notwith- 
ſtanding many mercies received, many 
warnings given, and many awful threat- 
enings denounced, let them read and 
ponder the words chat I have choſen for 
a text, If ye will not be reformed by 
me, by theſe things, but will walk con- 
« trary unto me, I will alſo walk con- 
« trary unto you, and will puniſh you 
yet ſeven times for your ſins.” —While 
yer the precious day of life remains; 
while peace, and pardon, grace, and 
glory, may be freely had, O liſten, ſin- 
ners, to the voice of God; be wiſe, be 
good, be happy, e' er too late. 


Laſtly, this exerciſe ſhews us who is 
tlie genuine Patriot, the friend of King, 
Conſtitution and Country; it is the man 
whois the genuine Chriſtian, the friend of 
religion and righteouſneſs. Religion is 
not a ſelfiſh, but a generous and diffuſive 
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principle. As, he, who poſſeſſes it it is bleſ- - 


S @ +© 


ligion, like his charity, . 55 at home, 
it does not terminate there, but is car- 
J iedi into jug fanih, into his neighbourhood, 


441471 


large, where he is \ called to ſnjourn... Kt 
| reſembles a wave which is formed by 
throwing a pebble ; into a pool of water; 


the wave ſpreads wider and wider, till it 


forms a vaſt circumference. The i inte- 


reſt of Religion, the order of Society, the 
good of his Country, the glory of his 


God, all are embraced by his enlighten» 
ed, his regenerated, and enlarged ſoul. 
This conſtitutes the greateſt and the. beſ 
of characters, it makes the ſaints on earth 


reſemble the faints 1 in heaven, where the 


glow of divine benevolence warms every 
heart, and circulates through all the 


climes of bliſs. 


